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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Camborne  Urban  District  Council 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I beg  to  present  you  with  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  con- 
ditions of  your  district  for  the  year  1915. 

By  direction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  report  this  year  is  much  abridged. 
For  descriptive  matter,  you  are  asked  to  refer 
to  previous  reports. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Tables  are  here  appended. 

It  should  be  noted  that,  by  direction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  Death  Rate  is  cal- 
culated on  their  estimatioti  of  the  civil  population 
of  the  district  viz.  15,418.  This  estimate  is,  in 
my  opinion,  too  high,  as  it  allows  nothing  for 
emitjration  since  1911. 

In  calculating  the  birth  rate,  I have  taken 
the  figure  of  the  1911  census — 15,829. 
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Table  1, 

Of  the  344  births,  178  were  males  and  166 
females.  The  nuQiber  of  illegitimate  births  was 
the  same  as  last  year — viz  : 21. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  87  per  1,000 
births  is  the  lowest  on  record  and  half  that  of  1911. 

A Babies*  Welcome  has  been  opened 
in  Trelowarren  Street  Mission  Room  and  will  now 
be  transferred  to  rooms  at  the  War  Service  Depot 
at  Basset  Road.  Dr.  Enid  Smith  is  giving  her 
services,  and  one  of  the  District  Nurses  is  also  in 
attendance.  The  Welcome  is  open  from  2 to  3 on 
Wednesdays,  when  mothers  can  bring  their  infants 
for  advice  on  all  matters  of  health.  It  is  hoped 
that  much  infantile  sickness  may  be  prevented  in 
this  way. 

The  Natural  Increase  is  112,  a rate  of  7 07 

as  against  5 7 5 for  1914. 


Zymotic  Deaths  numbered  11  giving  a rate 
of  *70  per  1,000  compared  with  one  of  *82 
for  1914. 

inquest  Oases. 


There  were  14  cases,  compared  with  15  in 
1914.  The  verdict  in  seven  cases  was  natural 


TABLE  1.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915  and  previous  Years. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  15,829.  Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  6,744. 

Census  1911 — (a)  Estimated  total  population.  (&)  Estimated  civil  population. 
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causes.  There  was  one  fatal  mine  accident  at 
Wheal  Grenville,  three  cases  of  fracture  of  femur 
in  old  women,  one  case  of  “want  of  care  and 
attention  at  birth”  of  an  illegitimate  child,  and 
two  cases  of  drowning  from  the  sinking  of  a vessel 
by  a submarine.  These  last  two  do  not  affect  the 
death  teturns,  as  no  deaths  due  to  the  War  are 
included. 

Infectious  Diseases.  (Table  2. ) 

Your  district  has  been  free  from  any 
epidemic  of  notifiable  disease. 

There  was,  however,  an  epidemic  of  measles, 
causing  6 deaths  in  February,  March  and  April. 
The  epidemic  was  thus  more  serious  in  its  effects 
than  the  scarlet  fever  epidemic  of  1914.  In  future, 
measles  will  be  a notifiable  disease. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  whooping 
cough  broke  out  at  Kehelland  and  spread  into 
Camborne. 

In  spite  of  innumerable  visits  of  soldiers  to 
the  town,  only  two  cases  of  cerebo-spinal  fever 
were  notified,  one  of  which  was  fatal. 

Tubercular  Disease 

This  again  gives  a high  death  rate,  2 40. 
From  Phthisis  alone  it  is  2*07,  as  against  2T5  in 
1914.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  to 
the  total  deaths  is  14  65  as  against  11*72  in  1914. 


TABLE  2.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1915. 
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Isolation  Hospital,  College  Row,  Camborne.  Patients  sent  to  Didsworthy,  Devon,  or  to  other  Sanatoria. 
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Vaccination  (1914), 

Of  352  children  born,  163  were  vaccinated, 
148  were  exempted,  30  died  unvaeeinated  and  20 
were  postponed  or  had  removed. 

This  gives  a percentage  of  actual  to  possible 
vaccinations  of  52-09  as  against  56*03  for  1913 
This  percentage  is  unfortunately  lower  year  by 
year,  and  should  smallpox  break  out  in  any  of 
the  seats  of  war  and  be  brought  home,  every 
condition  would  be  present  for  the  spread  of  a 
serious  epidemic. 

Elementary  Schools, 

All  the  infant  schools  of  the  town  were 
closed  for  Measles  in  March,  as  was  Peiiponds 
School.  Beacon  Infant  School  was  closed  in  July 
for  Mumps  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Kehelland  School  was  closed  in  October  for 
Whooping  Cough  and  for  the  same  reason,  Cam- 
borne National  and  Roskear  Infant  Schools  were 
closed  earlier  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 


Disinfection. 

12  private  houses  and  the  School  at  Beacon 
have  been  disinfected,  and  the  Tolgus  Disinfector 
has  been  used  twice  for  bedding,  etc. 


TABIjE  3.  Deaths  registered  daring  the  Calendar  Year  litlo  classified  by  age  and 
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Drainage. 

The  drains  of  5 houses  have  been  connected 
with  the  main  sewers;  the  drains  of  14  houses 
have  been  repaired  and  371  blocked  drains  cleared. 
4 water  closets  have  been  repaired. 

Scavenging. 

2 new  privies  have  been  made.  40  privies 
were  converted  into  water  closets  and  9 repaired 
and  7 privies  or  ashpits  have  been  reconstructed. 

145  Notices  for  abatements  of  nuisances 
were  issued  and  the  nuisances  were  abated. 

6,577  loads  of  manure  and  refuse  have  been 
removed  from  middens  and  ashpits. 

A Danger  to  Infantile  Life. 

If  the  inhabitants  would  burn  all  combus- 
tible refuse,  the  work  of  the  scavengers  would  be 
lightened  and  also  a real  danger  to  the  public 
health  would  be  removed.  In  hot  weather,  especi- 
ally, if  decomposing  animal  and  vegetable  matter 
is  left  exposed,  flies  feed  on  it,  and  carry  infection 
to  food  exposed  for  sale  or  stored  in  the  home. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  this  is  the 
origin  of  diarrhoea  and  other  disorders  which  prove 
so  fatal  to  infant  life  in  hot  summers. 
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House  Inspection, 

561  houses  were  inspected,  chiefly  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  town.  The  occupants  numbered 
1,652  adults  and  472  children,  giving  an  average 
of  378  per  inhabited  house.  364  houses  had  water 
closets,  of  which  4 required  repairs.  10  yard 
traps  required  attention  of  some  kind.  187  houses 
had  privies  with  fixed  receptacles,  and  9 had  privies 
with  moveable  receptacles.  3 privies  or  ashpits 
were  without  covers.  4 houses  had  no  through 
ventilation. 

2 houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; 
these  have  not  yet  been  abandoned. 


House  Accommodation, 

52  new  dwelling  houses  were  occupied  dur- 
ing 1915,  of  which  18  have  water  closets  and  34 
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privies.  There  is  still  some  shortage  of  small 
houses. 


Water  Supply- 

All  the  Company’s  customer’s  have  been 
supplied,  although  the  rainfall  has  been  less  than 
in  1914. 

New  and  larg^er  mains  have  been  laid  from 
the  National  Schools  in  College  Street  to  Tres- 
withian  and  a new  line  of  main  from  the  junction 
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of  Trelawney  Road  and  Enys  Road  to  King’s 
Road  and  Rosewarne.  Only  maintenance  work 
will  be  carried  out  at  present. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Two  additional  slaughter  houses  have  been 
licensed,  making  a total  of  13.  Their  condition 
on  inspection  has  been  satisfactory. 

Meat  Inspection. 

No  legal  action  has  been  necessary,  although 
on  one  occasion,  meat  was  condemned  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  & Milk  Shops. 

Of  these  there  are  49,  as  against  48  in  1914. 
Their  condition  shows  improvement. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  new  lodging  house  erected  is  occupied 
by  Belgian  refugees.  This  and  the  two  older 
buildings  are  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Factories  & Work  Shops. 

Women  have  been  largely  employed  in 
munition  works  during  the  past  year.  The  works 
have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  the 
arrangements  found  very  satisfactory.  The  health 
of  the  workers  has  been  good. 
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Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  poor 
law  relief  in  your  district  in  1915  was  547  and  the 
amount  paid  in  money  and  kind  £2,462  12  10, 
equal  to  a sum  of  £4  10  5 per  head. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R GARDINER, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Camhorne^  March  15th^  1916. 


